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The Pastorõs Corner  
 

 
ñNow the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  And when they saw him 

they worshiped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, ñAll authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the 

close of the age.ò                 (Matthew 28:16-20) 

 

he Ascension of Our Lord occurred 40 days after his resurrection, when the risen Christ right before his ascension 

appeared to his disciples the place where he directed them and then authorized them to go out to the world and continue 

the mission that he had started. Go therefore by giving them full authority to start their mission. With all that yet the 

disciples were not ready to take the task that they were called upon, until the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles on the 

fiftieth day following the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. And the story is as follow; The descent 

of the Holy Spirit is described in the Acts of the Apostles: ñWhen the day of the Pentecost came, all the believers were 

gathered together in one place.  Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched 

each person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them 

to speak.  (Acts 2:1-4). 

 

The Apostles received the Holy Spirit in the upper House during the Pentecost which is celebrated seven weeks (50 days) 

after Easter Sunday, and falls on the tenth day after Ascension Thursday and as they became ready to make disciples of all 

nations. Pentecost is one of the prominent feasts in the Christian liturgical year commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit 

upon the disciples of Christ after the Resurrection. After Jesus rose on Easter, he appeared to the apostles over the next 40 

days, teaching them the significance of what had happened to Him. They listened, but didnôt really comprehend, so Jesus 

promised to send the Holy Spirit, who would enlighten them and give them everything they would need to carry the Good 

News to people all over the world. Then Jesus ascended into heaven, and the apostles were more confused than ever so they 

gathered in an upper room with the mother of Jesus to pray. Ten days later they heard a loud noise, and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon them in tongues of fire, they received spiritual gifts that transformed their lives and gave them the power to 

touch the lives of other people. They ran into the streets and began to tell people about Jesus and each one in the crowd 

understood the apostles in his or her own language. Thousands became believers that day and for this precise reason, 

Pentecost is sometimes described as the Thousands became believers that day and for this precise reason, Pentecost is 

sometimes described as the "formation of the Church". 

 

Being a Christian requires a lifetime commitment to serve God faithfully. Baptism places us in a covenant relationship as 

Disciples of Jesus and is not the end of our service to God, but is the beginning of a lifetime commitment of total dedication 

to Him. One who is considering baptism needs to be aware of what God will expect of Him after he becomes a Christian. In 

the Armenian Church, we receive the same Holy Spirit at the time of our Baptism and it is up to us to confess our faith by virtue 

of our good deeds. A virtue is a divine grace granted to the faithful through the Holy Spirit and in the Christian Church the 

teaching of divine grace is related to the Holy Spirit. Thus, ascribing any virtue to oneôs own self, and not to God, is a grave 

sin and can be manifested in another, which is pride. Therefore, commemoration of Pentecost is also an appeal to the faithful 

to avoid pride and instead, use the divine graces in life for righteous purposes and moral goals. We renounce Satan and his 

every deceitful wiles and confess the Nicene Creed with the following statement; We Believe in the all holy-Trinity, in the 

Father and the Son, and in the Holy Spirit and let us follow with the above mentioned Gospel (Matthew 28:16-20). 
 

? Very Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian, M. Div. 

T 
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Èáõñ»ñ Ø³Ûñ ²Ãáé êµ ¾çÙÇ³ÍÇÝ¿Ý »õ ê÷Çõéù¿Ý  

News from Around the World 
 

His Holiness Congratulates Pope Francis 

His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, traveled to Rome in March to 

attend the installation Mass for Pope Francis. Religious leaders, heads of state, and pilgrims from across the globe 

gathered in St. Peterôs Square to witness the historic event.  Later, His Holiness had an opportunity to personally 

congratulate the newly elected leader of the Roman Catholic Church, and to express warm greetings on behalf of the 

Armenian faithful.   

New Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem Elected 

On January 24, the St. James Brotherhood elected Archbishop Nourhan Manougian to lead the Armenian 

Patriarchate of Jerusalem.  He will succeed the late Archbishop Torkom Manoogian as the 97th Armenian Patriarch 

of Jerusalem, continuing a line that extends back to the first Armenian Patriarch of the Holy City, the 7th-century 

Patriarch Abraham.  A native of Aleppo, Syria, Archbishop Manougian most recently served as the Grand Sacristan 

of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem.  Prior to that he served in the Eastern Diocese, as a pastor to several 

parishes.  See complete information on the new the Patriarch on page 8 of this issue.   

Bishop Haigazoun Najarian Appointed Primate of the Armenian Diocese of Australia  

His Holiness has appointed Bishop Haigazoun Najarian as the new Primate of the Armenian Diocese of Australia 

and New Zealand. The appointment was effective January 1, 2013.  Most recently, Bishop Najarian served as the 

Pontifical Legate of Central Europe and Sweden. Prior to that, he was the Vicar of the Eastern Diocese and a 

longtime pastor in various Diocesan parishes. He was consecrated a bishop by His Holiness in November 2011.   

Chinaôs Armenian Community Observes Easter 

The small Armenian community of China celebrated Easter with a festive gathering in the southern city of Shenzhen 

on March 31. Some 90 people took part in the dayôs activities, which included an Easter egg hunt for children, 

Armenian dancing, and a discussion of community-wide projects.  One of the initiatives currently under review is 

the restoration of a 19th-century Armenian cemetery in Hong Kong. The community also hopes to welcome a 

regular visiting priest in the near future.  Armenians have been in contact with China since ancient times, when 

Armenian merchants were traders on the Silk Road. In the late 19th century, while the Russian Empire was 

constructing the Chinese Eastern Railway, a number of Armenians settled in northern China. By the 1920s, enough 

Armenians had moved to China to build a church in the northeastern city of Harbin, which remained active until the 

local Armenian community left the region a few decades later. Today, there is a new Armenian presence in China, 

as young professionals from Armenia and the West move to work and live in the country. 

Archbishop Aykazian to Lead Christian Churches Together 

Archbishop Vicken Aykazian, the Dioceseôs Ecumenical Director, was elected president of Christian Churches 

Together in the U.S.A.ða nationwide ecumenical association of church leadersðon January 30, during the 

organizationôs annual meeting in Austin, Texas.  Archbishop Aykazian, who was one of the founding members of 
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Christian Churches Together, will serve a four-year term as president of the organization.  He previously served as 

president of the National Council of Churches, from 2007 to 2009. He is also a member of the Central Committee 

and the Executive Council of the World Council of Churches. 

Memorial Service for Armenian Victims of Azerbaijan 

A memorial service for the Armenian victims of Azerbaijan was held at New Yorkôs St. Vartan Cathedral on 

February 24. Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Diocesan Primate, presided over the Lenten luncheon and program 

held in Haik and Alice Kavookjian Auditorium. The Republic of Armeniaôs Permanent Representative to the United 

Nations Ambassador Garen Nazarian was also present during the services and luncheon. 

Syrian Relief Effort Continues 

The Eastern Dioceseôs fundraising campaign for Syrian-Armenian relief, which was first announced in August, is 

still underway.  Recently, in early April, the Very Rev. Fr. Vazken Karayan, presided over a concert organized by 

Armenian youth groups in greater New York area, held at the Felician College in Lodi, NJ.  Over 1,000 people 

gathered at the Syrian-Armenian Benefit Concert, for a program featuring local Armenian dance ensembles, poetry 

recitations, and vocal and instrumental performances. A video on the Armenian community of Syria was also 

shown.  Individuals and parishes can make checks out to the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (please 

write ñSyrian Reliefò in the memo).  All funds collected should be sent to the Diocesan Center (630 Second Avenue, 

New York, NY 10016).  Individuals can also donate through the Diocesan website.  (Please note: In the lower part 

of the online information entry form, select the button ñIn Memory of,ò and type ñSyrian Reliefò in the memo bar 

that appears.)  All the proceeds collected will go to the relief effort, to be distributed through the Mother See of 

Holy Etchmiadzin. We are grateful for your support, and we ask that you include the people of Syria in your prayers. 

Bruce Ballard Elected as New ACEF Board Chair  

The Board of Directors of the Armenian Church Endowment Fund (ACEF) met in early November to extensively 

review its investment strategies and financial needs, and reaffirmed the ACEF distribution policy of 4.5 percent of 

the average market value of the trailing 12 quarters.  The board also reelected Alyssa Keleshian Bonomo, Bruce 

Ballard, and Stephen Haratunian to new three-year terms.  Mark Gabrellian, who has chaired the ACEF since 2006, 

advised the board that he was stepping down. Bruce Ballard was then elected as the new chair. Mr. Gabrellian will 

continue to serve as acting chair of the ACEFôs Investment Committee.  At a subsequent meeting, Robert 

Cannuscio, a member of our Parish Council and our parishôs Permanent Endowment Fund, was appointed to the 

ACEF. 

An Old Tradition Kept Alive in Wynnewood, PA 

An Armenian tradition continued at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Church of Wynnewood, PA, on Sunday, January 27, 

when the Very Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian, parish pastor, performed the first haircutting ceremony for Gregory 

Augusto Metjian. Gregory is the son of Drs. Ara & Hili  Metjian .  Dr. Ara Metjian had his hair cut by Archbishop 

Torkom Manoogian when he was a child.  Traditionally, the haircutting ceremony is held before a newborn turns 40 

days old, but in modern practice it is done prior to the childôs first haircut. The priest cuts four locks of hairðfrom 

the front, back, and two sidesðsymbolizing the holy cross. 

Diocese Hires New Director of Development 

In mid-February, the Diocese hired Dr. Lou Ann Matossian as the new Director of Development.  Dr. Matossian has 

had a long professional experience as a trusted advisor in the arena of Armenian-American philanthropy.  She draws 

on more than ten years of experience in foundation grant-making, research and writing, media and communications, 

issues advocacy, and community affairs.  Prior to joining the Diocese, Lou Ann Matossian created and managed the 

grant-making program of the Minnesota-based Cafesjian Family Foundation, where she oversaw the distribution of 

nearly $10 million for the Armenian Church and other non-profit organizations that benefit Armenia and Armenians.  

She has been the eastern U.S. editor of the Armenian Reporter, serves as a board member of the National 

Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR), and is a past president of the Armenian Cultural 

Organization of Minnesota. During the 2007 Pontifical Visit of His Holiness Karekin II, Dr. Matossian assisted the 

public relations efforts of the Diocese, the Foundation, and her parishðthe St. Sahag Armenian Church of St. Paul, 

Minnesota, in whose choir she has sung since the parishôs founding.  She officially became part of the Diocesan staff 

on February 15, and will assume full-time responsibility for the Diocesan development program in September.  
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St. Nersess Announces Summer Conference Dates 

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary has announced the 2013 dates of its popular Summer Conferences for young people. 

The conferences will take place at the seminaryôs New Rochelle campus, beginning in June 2013. Each conference 

session incorporates daily worship, Bible study, and Armenian language instruction, among other activities.  

Deaconsô Training: June 24-July 2 

High School ñAò Conference: July 5-13 

High School ñBò Conference: July 29-August 6 

Post High School Conference: August 8-13 

Pennsylvania Parishes Take Part in Ecumenical Service 

Our parish and our sister parish, Holy Trinity Armenian Church, took part in a regional Oriental Orthodox 

Concelebrated Liturgy on April 6. The service was hosted by St. Anthony Coptic Orthodox Church in Medford, NJ.  

Nearly 200 parishioners of Oriental Orthodox churches attended the event. With over 27 deacons and 10 clergy 

hailing from 7 area churches, the occasion was quite a success. ñIt was an eye opening experience,ò said Vaché 

Soghomonian, parishioner of St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Church who attended the liturgy. Participating churches 

included:  St. Anthony Coptic Orthodox Church, Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church, St. Sahag & St. Mesrob 

Armenian Apostolic Church, St. Gregoryôs Armenian Apostolic Church, Debre Ganet Kidus Gabriel Ethiopian 

Orthodox Tewahedo Church, St. Peters Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, and St. George Coptic Orthodox Church. 

For the Armenian clergy, it was their first time participating in a concelebration.  Rev. Fr. Hakob Gevorgyan of 

Holy Trinity said, ñIt was a really wonderful opportunity to meet and pray with my fellow Oriental Orthodox clergy 

in the area.ò  The Very Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian was also in attendance. 

The event was spearheaded by a small group of faithful of the Coptic, Armenian and Malankara Syriac churches. 

ñTodayôs event is one of the first regional concelebrated liturgies performed under the official hand of SCOOCH,ò 

said Nadia Silk, event committee member. ñWe pray that this becomes an annual tradition in our area and that 

Oriental Orthodox Churches in other regions are blessed with the opportunity to concelebrate together. 

The Standing Conference of Oriental Orthodox Churches in America (SCOOCH) was established in 1973 under the 

auspices of the late, then Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, His Eminence 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, together with His Eminence Mar Athanasius Yeshue Samuel, the late Syrian 

Orthodox Archbishop of the United States and Canada, as co-chairmen. It was felt that such an official organization 

would help to address the growing needs and challenges facing the Oriental Orthodox Churches in America. 

An important activity of SCOOCH has been a series of concelebrated hierarchical liturgies held at various locations. 

The first such celebration was held in Philadelphia at the time of the 41st International Eucharistic Congress of the 

Roman Catholic Church in August, 1976. Now hosted annually by one of the sister churches, in its own liturgical 

tradition, with the participation of the hierarchs, clergy and choirs of all of the sister churches, the concelebration 

provides a tangible manifestation of the sacramental unity enjoyed by the Oriental Orthodox Churches, as well as a 

wonderful opportunity for its faithful to meet and worship together. 

  Update on the Fund for Armenian Relief 

Children in Javakh Receive Help from CASP:  This past fall, close to 100 

Armenian children from socially vulnerable groups in Javakhk received 

stipends as part of the Children of Armenia Sponsorship Program (CASP). 

CASP, a special program of the Womenôs Guild Central Council of the Eastern Diocese, is managed by FAR.   

FAR Says Thanks to its Network of Doctors in Armenia:  FARôs Healthcare and Social Programs Department held a 

program this past winter at the Aram Khachaturian House-Museum in Yerevan to express gratitude to the 

organizationôs network of doctors. The doctors have made contributions to FARôs Continuing Medical Education 

program, helping train other health professionals in Armeniaôs regional hospitals. The event featured a tour of the 

museum, musical performances, and a reception.  CME was established in 2005 by FAR in collaboration with 

FARôs Fellowship Alumni Association. The program enhances the professional training of physicians in Armenia, 

Javakhk, and Nagorno-Karabagh by creating opportunities to train and learn the latest medical technologies, to 

upgrade physiciansô computer and English-language skills, to network and information exchange, and to improve 

medical supplies in regional hospitals. 
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Researchers in Armenia Receive ANSEF Grants:  FAR has announced the 2013 Armenian National Science and 

Education Fund award recipients. A total of 26 projects at 15 scientific institutions in Armenia, ranging from the 

study of supernovae distribution to research on Genocide denial, will be awarded the competitive grants.  To see the 

winnerôs list, please go to http://www.ansef.org/storage/ansef-final-2013.pdf.  ANSEF was founded by FAR in 

partnership with leading Armenian-American intellectuals. The dynamic initiative provides grants to Armeniaôs top 

researchers in the physical and natural sciences, engineering, and the humanities. Research proposals are evaluated 

through a peer review process, calling on experts in a given field to review submissions and select the most 

promising projects. 

FAR Mathevosian Scholar Gives Back:  FARôs Mathevosian Scholarship recipient Satenik Hovhannisyan has 

launched dance classes for young people at the FAR Children's Center in Yerevan. Twice a week, Satenik, who 

studies Armenian Philology at Yerevan State University, and her classmate Ani Cherbechyan visit the Childrenôs 

Center to teach Armenian national dances.  FARôs Mathevosian Scholarship program provides assistance to students 

from poor families. Through tuition coverage and a stipend, Mathevosian scholars have the opportunity to study at 

leading institutions in Armenia. 

FAR to Host Opening Reception for Pinajian Exhibit:  On February 13, FAR hosted the opening of Lost and Found: 

The Pinajian Discoveryðan art exhibition dedicated to the paintings of the late Arthur Pinajian.  The opening 

reception took place at the Fuller Building, 57th Street and Madison Avenue in Manhattan.  Arthur Pinajian grew up 

in West Hoboken, NJ, and began his career as a comic book illustrator before channeling his talent toward abstract 

expressionism. The exhibition, which ran through March 10, marked the first time Pinajianôs paintings were shown 

in New York. 

Edward and Janet Mardigian Support FAR Initiatives:  FAR recently announced a remarkable gift by benefactors 

Edward and Janet Mardigian and the Mardigian Family Foundation.  The giftðone of the largest ever contributed to 

FARðwill allow the humanitarian organization to launch a new initiative called Breaking the Cycle of Poverty, 

Developing Thriving Communities, which is aimed at decreasing the effects of poverty on children and families in 

Armeniaôs Tavush region.  A portion of the gift will also help support the FAR Childrenôs Center in Yerevan, 

increasing and extending the five-year commitment that the Mardigian family has already made.  

FAR Young Professionals Trip Scheduled for July:  For the third year in a row, FARôs Young Professionals Trip 

will include a tour of historic Armenian lands in eastern Turkey.  Participants will be able to visit incredible historic 

sites like Armeniaôs magnificent former capital of Ani, the holy island of Aghtamar, as well as Kars and Van. The 

two-week trip, now in its 18th year, will also include an extensive and enriching tour around Armenia.  FARôs trip 

provides an ideal opportunity for young professionals between the ages of 23 and 40 to travel to Armenia as a group, 

and to go beyond a touristôs itinerary to learn firsthand about Armeniaôs place in the world. Participants will visit 

FARôs projects, engage in dialogue with religious and government leaders, and gain an understanding of how 

Armeniaôs future is being shaped with the support of the diaspora.  The trip is scheduled for July 8-22. To learn 

more about this yearôs program, contact Arto Vorperian at arto@farusa.org. 

Ancient Art Provides Creative Outlet for Kids in Need:  For 15 years, children at the Gavar Orphanage in Armenia 

have been learning the ancient Armenian art of carpet weaving, as part of a special club that offers young people a 

creative outlet while teaching them a valuable skill.  In February, the carpet-weaving club was grateful to receive 33 

pounds of high-quality threads of wool and cotton from the New York-based Megerian Rugs company. The 

company made the generous donation after being contacted by FAR to help replenish the clubôs stock of colored 

threads.  The Gavar Orphanage, a state-run institution located in the center of Armeniaôs Gegharkunik region, 

houses some 100 children, ages 3-18. Many of its beneficiaries receive support through various programs run by the 

FAR.  Rugs made by children at the orphanage are sold, with proceeds going directly to the children and to the 

purchase of new materials.  The orphanage also displays the rugs at exhibitions and fairs. 

A New Music Program Comes to Armenia:  FAR is supporting a new civic education initiative spearheaded by 

Sistema Armeniaða music teaching program founded by Boston-based pianist Anna Mikaelian Meschian and 

inspired by the El Sistema model.  Through the pursuit of musical excellence, the program aims to strengthen 

community values while equipping young people with 21st-century skills and nurturing a strong cultural identity. 

Sistema Armenia is currently in active development and, it will  open its doors in September 2013.  El Sistema was 

founded 38 years ago in Venezuela by economist and musician Jose Antonio Abreu. The after-school music 

education program uses ensemble music-making as a vehicle for creating stronger communities. 

 

http://www.ansef.org/storage/ansef-final-2013.pdf
mailto:arto@farusa.org
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IN M EMORIAM:  

Patriarch Ignatius IV (1920-2012) 

His Beatitude Ignatius IV, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, passed away on December 5, 

in Beirut, Lebanon. He was 92.  A native of Syria, Patriarch Ignatius IV became the leader of the Antiochian Church 

in 1979, and was known for his efforts to bolster youth involvement in church life and for spearheading educational 

opportunities for young people. 

V. Rev. Fr. Ghevont Samoorian (1934-2013) 

The Very Reverend Fr. Ghevont Samoorian, a long-serving priest of the Diocese, passed away on January 20. He 

was 78.  Ordained to the clergy during his period of education at the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Fr. 

Samoorian always held that institution close to his heart. He was a respected figure in our Diocese, serving at 

various times on the Diocesan Council and as editor of the Diocesan flagship publication, Bema. He was most 

closely associated with the Sts. Vartanantz Church in Chelmsford, MA, and also served as the pastor of Sts. Sahag 

and Mesrob Church of Providence, RI, and the Hye Pointe Church in Haverhill, MA.  His Final Anointing and 

Burial took place on January 25, at Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Cambridge, MA. 

Yn. Varteni Barsamian (1931-2013) 

Yeretzgin Varteni Barsamian, beloved wife of the Rev. Fr. Arsen Barsamian, passed away on February 1. She was 

81.  Ygn. Varteni was born in Athens, Greece, in 1931, to Asadour and Loosaper Megerditchian. She married Fr. 

Arsen Barsamian in 1959 and began a new life in the U. S.  Over the course of Fr. Barsamianôs ministry, the family 

moved to Waukegan, IL; West Allis, WI; Richmond, VA; and Watertown, MA.  Ygn. Varteni was known and loved 

as a model of kindness, generosity, and faith. She was a loving wife, caring mother and grandmother, and a 

compassionate woman to anyone in need.  She is survived by her husband, Fr. Arsen Barsamian, their children 

Lucy, Steven, and Raffi and their families, and her brother Megerditch.  Funeral services were held on February 6 at 

St. James Armenian Church in Watertown, MA. 

Marjorie Housepian Dobkin (1922-2013) 

Marjorie Anais Housepian Dobkin, one of the most prominent award-winning Armenian-American writers of her 

generation, passed away on February 8 at the age of 90.  Author, educator, and former associate dean of Barnard 

College, Columbia University, Marjorie Housepian Dobkin was greatly beloved among the New York and the 

Armenian literati.  She was a generous mentor to younger talents, who chronicled the experience of our people in its 

shades of darkness and light.  The Smyrna Affair (1971)ðthe book for which she will always be most famousð

brought the great tragedy of our people to an international audience.  She toured the world and was a guest speaker 

in many Diocesan parishes, captivating audiences with her passion and lively, quick-witted personality. She 

emerged as a powerful voice against the denial of the Genocide, but her greater objective was always to honor the 

dignity and faith of those who survived it.  Marjorie Housepian Dobkin was the daughter of the late Dr. Movses and 

Makrouhi Housepian, both Genocide survivors. She is survived by three sonsðStephen Johnson, Daniel Dobkin, 

and Jonathan Dobkinðas well as by her brother, Dr. Edgar M. Housepian. 

 

Diramayr Zabel Odabashian (1925-2013) 
 

Diramayr Zabel Odabashian, mother of the V. Rev, Fr. Simeon Odabashian, passed away on April 6, 2013. She was 

87 years old.  Diramayr Zabel was a lovely and pious woman, devoted to Christ, and deeply proud of her heritage. 

She was extremely active in Holy Trinity Armenian Church of Cambridge and in the greater New England 

Armenian community, and was a longtime member of the Yerevan Choral Society and the Daughters of Vartan. 

With her beloved late husband Norair, she built a home of warmth and love, where devotion to God and kindness to 

others were paramount virtues. She is survived by her children Hayr Simeon, Marsha, and Barry and his wife, 

Christine; her grandchildren Rachel and Sarah; her sister Eliza; and many friends.  Funeral services were held on 

April 10 at Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Cambridge, MA. 
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THE NEW PATR IAR CH OF JERUSALEM  

 

On Thursday, January 24, the St. James Brotherhood elected Archbishop Nourhan 

Manougian to lead the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem. He will succeed the 

late Archbishop Torkom Manoogian as the 97th Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem. 

***  

Patriarch Nourhan Manougian's ministry has taken him to three continents in the service of the Armenian Church 

and people.  Born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1948, he entered the seminary of the Catholicate of Cilicia in Antelias, 

Lebanon, at the age of 14: a turning point which set him on the road to his priestly vocation.  In 1966, he applied and 

was immediately accepted to the theological seminary of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem.  There, under the 

tutelage of such figures as the late Patriarch Yeghishe Derderian and historian Hrant Nakashian, the young manð

now a deaconðshowed a special taste and aptitude for literature, especially the works of the Armenian canon and 

those of writers like Tolstoy, Shakespeare, Wilde, and Dostoyevsky.  His student days at the Patriarchate culminated 

in his ordination to the priesthood and his acceptance of membership in the St. James Brotherhood in 1971. 

After an additional year in the Holy City serving as assistant to the dean of the seminary, he accepted a post as 

pastor to the Armenians of Switzerland.  Subsequently, he returned to the Middle East to teach at Sts. Tarkmanchats 

secondary school, and went on to serve as the pastor to the Armenian communities of Jaffa and Haifa.  In 1980, he 

left for Europe againðthis time to serve the Armenian community of Holland.  During a visit to the U.S. shortly 

thereafter, Fr. Nourhan was encouraged by the Diocesan Primate of the time, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, to 

pursue graduate studies at New Yorkôs General Theological Seminary.  Fr. Nourhan's subsequent service to the 

Eastern Diocese included tenures as pastor of St. Mark Armenian Church in Springfield, MA, and St. Kevork 

Armenian Church in Houston, TX.  Fr. Nourhan returned to Jerusalem at the request of the late Patriarch, His 

Beatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian; there Fr. Nourhan was elected Grand Sacristan of the Holy See in 1998.  

A year later, the Catholicos of All Armenians, His Holiness Karekin II, elevated him to the episcopal rank. 

During his 15 years as Grand Sacristan, Archbishop Manougian was an extremely influential figure in Jerusalemôs 

Armenian Quarter and in the city's broader religious circlesðsecond only to the Patriarch himself.  In the Holy 

Cityôs frequently unpredictable and even combative inter-religious and political arenas, Archbishop Manougian was 

a commanding advocate for the Armenian Christian community, defending and preserving its long historic presence 

in the region. 

On January 24, 2013, during the 22nd session of the general assembly of the St. James monastic brotherhood, 

Archbishop Nourhan Manougian was elected as the 97th Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem, succeeding Patriarch 

Torkom and continuing a line that extends back to the first Armenian Patriarch of the Holy City, the 7th-century 

figure Abraham. 

On April 10, Archbishop Manougian received formal recognition from King Abdullah II of Jordan, who presented 

Archbishop Manougian with a royal decree affirming the latterôs election as the 97th Armenian Patriarch of 

Jerusalem and Jordan.  The formal ceremony is traditionally held following the election of new church leaders in the 

Holy Land. King Abdullah congratulated Archbishop Manougian and spoke about the importance of protecting the 

holy sites in the region.   
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends: 

This is my first message since becoming Parish Council Chairman. While I am honored to have the opportunity 
to serve my Church, I have no illusions of filling the shoes of my predecessors.  I only hope my uncle Chris, 
Aunt Lucy and Cousin Jack are smiling down on me as I try to continue my familyôs service to St. Sahag & St. 
Mesrob Armenian Church. Our Parish was blessed to have had Laraine Kazanjian Ballard as our Parish 
Council chair for the past 2 years. Laraine tirelessly devoted herself to every aspect of our Church while also 
serving as our wonderful organist.  I want to thank her and the entire Parish Council for their unselfish 
dedication to our Church.  

A diverse and informative Lenten Lecture series brought us together during Lent, the highlights of which appear 
in the Parish Pages of this issue.  Our Church was overflowing on Easter Sunday and I want to thank Hayr 
Sourp for leading us through a very spiritual Holy Week.  Our Church organizations packed the calendar with an 
amazing array of events this past spring, which included our annual Sunday School Communion Breakfast, a 
special Hye Hop honoring the efforts to bring our youth together over the years by Ari Kazanjian, and an 
Evening with Chris Bohjalian, sponsored by the Womenôs Guild.  Recently, we closed out our Sunday School 
year, and as you read this, our annual Graduation Bar-B-Que, in honor of our high school and college 
graduates will have taken place.   

The Parish Council is also firm in its commitment to the youth of our parish and is looking to hire a youth director 
to help foster unity within and encourage a greater participation amongst the youth of our Parish.  Our ACYOA 
Juniors are hosting the Jrs. Sports Weekend this fall and the Parish Council encourages our entire Parish to 
support their efforts which will culminate over Columbus Day weekend. 

This fall our Church will celebrate its 50th Anniversary in the Wynnewood location with a special celebration on 
Saturday, October 19, 2013.  My wife, Nanette and I will co-chair the event with Migirdich & Marie Azadian.   
We are looking for pictures and other memorabilia from the past 50 years, so if you have something to 
contribute, please bring it to the church and leave for Alma Alabilikianôs attention. 

The renovations to Memorial Hall are entering the final phase and the project should be complete before the 
summer. The overall results of our efforts have received extremely positive reviews from everyone including our 
tenant, Finley Catering. The time, effort and expense were well worth it, as we are securing a 5-year extension 
of the current lease with significant increases. Many thanks go to the Stewardship Committee for their hard work 
in raising over $160,000; our Parishioners for their financial support; Bruce Baltaian, who oversaw the entire 
construction effort and volunteered all his time with his son, Ryan Baltaian; our suppliers and vendors, who 
gave us reduced pricing, and to Hayr Sourp and the Parish Council for the support needed to get the job done. 

Earlier this year, our Church was blessed with an overwhelming and beautiful gift from the estate of Rose 
Arslanian. The Parish Council has decided that a minimum of $500,000 of the $707,647 gift will remain in the 
Permanent Endowment Fund (PEF), with the interest from the gift providing for a scholarship in Ms. Arslanianôs 
name and going towards the general fund.   A special memorial will also be held in her memory, each year.  An 
amount of up to $207,647 is available for the parishôs general use.  The renovations of Hayatian Hall and its 
kitchen are at the top of the list.   

Our Parish has been blessed with a spectacular Church, facility and grounds. Though the upkeep and 
improvements are ongoing, with the financial support of our parishioners, we have been able to meet those 
needs. Our dues-paid members have always recognized the responsibility and commitment to our Church and 
we acknowledge them for their continued efforts (see complete list of 2012 dues-paid members on next page). 
Over the last several years, we have experienced a decline in our dues-paid members.  In the spirit of our 
upcoming 50th Anniversary celebration, we have a renewed goal of increasing our membership. This will not 
only increase our voice in the Diocese but give our parishioners the pride of collective ownership in our 
wonderful Church that we all so deserve.   

Sincerely, 

Robert Zakian 
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2012 Dues Paid Members of St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
 

 

Angela Adjemian 

David & Sybil Ahakinian 

Chuck & Charlotte Ajamian 

Alma Alabilikian 

Peter Alexanian 

Alma Altoonian 

Charles & Alice Alyanakian 

George Alyanakian 

Jeff Alyanakian 

Leslie Alyanakian 

Rosette Alyanakian 

Harry & Helen Amirian 

Loutfi & Manya Arabatlian 

Alice Arakelian 

Sam Arthin 

Angele Arutunian 

Armen & Maro Arutunian 

Adrienne Ashbahian 

Simon & Margaret  

   Ashekian 

Migridich & Marie Azadian 

Alice Aznavourian 

Linda Babikian 

Armena Ballard 

Bruce & Laraine Ballard 

Christopher Ballard 

Albert & Linda Baltaeff 

Bruce & Michelle Baltaian 

Dolores Barasatian 

James & Helen Barikian 

Elizabeth Barsamian 

Steven Barsamian 

Millie Barsamian 

Antoine & Rose  

   Bazarbashian 

Vicken Bazarbashian 

Nadia Bazirganian 

Dr. Donald & Jeanne  

    Bedrosian 

Avedis Boornazian 

Michael & Lucy  

   Boornazian 

Barbara Boyajian 

Edward & Margaret Boyajian 

Elizabeth Boyajian 

George Boyajian 

Mary Boyajian 

Anita Brattina 

Joseph & Pam Brinker 

Beti Buchanan 

Robert & Karen Cannuscio 

Mary Cecco 

Joseph & Annie Chamoun 

 

Joseph & Annie Chamoun 

Shake Chilingerian 

Margo Clayton 

Haig & Sheena Dadourian 

Samuel & Julyet  

   Degirmenci 

Yeprem & Silva Degirmenci 

Antranig & Maro Derderian 

Shake Derderian 

Nishan & Nancy  

   DerSimonian 

Alice Dertadian 

George & Zovig Devletian 

Sonya Djanikian 

Simone Djevharian 

Christine Droesser 

Mary Dulgerian 

Charles Durgerian 

John & Opy Eskandarian 

Sarkis Etoian 

Dr. Robert & Tamar  

   Fumento 

Paris Garabedian 

Terrie Gaspar 

Haig Geovjian 

Rosine Gouveia 

Mark Gulasarian 

Eleanor Gurdikian 

Rose Gureghian 

Harold & Lucy Guveyian 

Robert & Sara Hagopian 

John & Rose Hagopian 

Vahe & Valerie Hagopian 

Shirley Hajinian 

Harry & Mary Havnoonian 

Mary Heslip 

David & Nadine Hoplamazian 

Diane Hoplamazian 

Harry & Veronica Hoplamazian 

Jack & Carole Hoplamazian 

Joseph Hoplamazian, Jr. 

Vaughn & Adrineh  

   Hoplamazian 

Victoria Hoplamazian 

Nubar & Josephine  

   Igidbashian 

Araxie Ishkhanian 

Amy Jerrehian 

Aram & Jacqueline Jerrehian 

Arpy Jones 

Diane Kapikian 

Kenneth & Gina Kapikian 

Sarah Kapikian 

Siran Karagulian 

Noubar Karagulian 

Charles Kazanjian 

Florence Kazanjian 

Lisa Kazanjian 

Michael Kazanjian 

Sarkis Kazanjian 

Helen & Richard Kazigian 

Shant Kehyayan 

Andrew Keleshian 

Dennis Keleshian 

Glen Keleshian 

James & Margeret Kesdekian 

Charles & Jovia Keytanjian 

Steven Keytanjian 

Rita Khachadourian 

Raffi & Diane Khatchikian 

Berjouhi Kitabjian 

Hagop Kitabjian 

Audrey Klijian 

Nancy Klijian 

Antranig Kordzian 

Naomi Kouyoumjian 

Thomas Kouyoumjian 

Marietta Kukuyan 

Souren & Sara Kurkjian 

Carol Keosayan Leszczynski 

Hagop Loshikian 

Albert & MaryJane Lucine, Jr. 

Cedric & Karin Luhmann 

Drs. Adam & Talene Lusk 

Elizabeth Manawelian 

Herayer Manawelian 

Lisa Manookian 

Gevorg Marashlian 

Krikor & Kayane Mardikian 

David Marshall 

Grant & Lucille Mazmanian 

Christine McFadden 

Garo Megerian 

Hrair Megerian 

Papken & Anahid Megerian 

Ohannes & Shoushig 

    Meguerian 

Rozaline Meguerian 

Richard Melikian 

Gohar Merdjanian 

George & Jill Mesigian 

Minas & Kohar Mihranyan 

Dr. Diran & Koudsy  

   Mikaelian 

Lucille Mikaelian 

Victoria Mirzayan 

 

Dorothy Mooradian 

Levon & Claudia Nazarian 

Ross Norian 

Mary Odabashian 

Mesrob & Grace Odabashian 

Sahag & Emasd Odabashian 

Richard Oski 

Khosrof & Grace Pakhtigian 

Suren Pakhtigian 

John &  Helen Parseghian 

Jeffrey Placido 

Tony & Paulette Polselli 

George & Ida Ramoundos 

Anoush Rapposelli 

Betty Richards 

Bob & Adrienne Riser 

Sallee Rush 

Victoria Sagherian 

Steven Sarian 

Edward Sarkisian 

Steve & Malena Sarrafian 

Elizabeth Seraydarian 

Sarkis Sertlian 

Jeffrey & Kristy Sevag 

Paul Sevag 

Philip Sevag 

Diran & Zevart Shakarjian 

Anna Simonian 

Janet Soghomonian 

Daniel & Ani Speirs 

George Stapan 

Adrienne Tajirian 

John Tajirian 

Daniel & Norma Takoushian 

Jack & Marion Tefankjian 

Alex & Alexis Topakbashian 

Andre Topakbashian 

Aris & Seta Topakbashian 

Veronica Torcomian 

Hirant & Araksi Torunyan 

Rose Tourigian 

Stephanie Vartanian 

Alexis Williams 

Mark Williams 

Dr. Gerald & Robin Williams 

George & Margaret  

   Yacoubian 

Takouhi Yenovkian 

Ara & Pontish Yeramyan 

Krikor & Maro Yilancioglu 

Laura Zakian 

Robert & Nanette Zakian 

Zabelle Zartarian 

Nauver Zerounian 
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PARISH PAGES  

 

Founderõs Day 

At this yearôs Founderôs Day Celebration in October, we honored three-long 

time parishioners of the church:  Simon Ashekian, Mary Boyajian, and 

Helen Parseghian. 

Simon Ashekian is the oldest of four children born in 1922 to Hovsep and 

Haighouhi Ashekian, Simon has been an active and dedicated member of our 

church throughout the years. He attended church at 6006 Walnut Street 

faithfully as a young man and even served in the choir. Following his return 

from international tours in New Guinea, the Phillipines, and Nagoya, Japan, 

on the Army Amphibious during World War II, he was honorably discharged 

as a Staff Sargeant.  He returned to the U.S. and met Margaret Soovajian at 

Edward & Florence Kazanjianôs wedding in 1954.  They were married on 

April 15, 1956.   

Shortly thereafter, Simon became a Parish Council member at our 

Wynnewood church for two years.  A master mechanic and AC professional who worked for AT&T for years, 

Simon did an excellent job taking care of the church, managing all of the contractors, overhauling oil burners and 

replacing boilers, almost always at his own expense and without fanfare.  In addition, Simon was the Chairman of 

the Menôs Club for 10 years and the impetus and donor for the Sunday School Communion Breakfast, an event 

which continues to this day.  He often assisted ACYOA members on their affairs (as a former ACYOA Chair, I 

remember and appreciate his time and support) and frequently donated items for the Holy Thursday dinner.  Simon 

took his children to Sunday School every week for years.  Church and family were the focus of his life.  His wife of 

nearly 60 years, Margaret, described Simon as a kind-hearted family man and a great teacher with a good sense of 

humor. By way of examples, she cited his fixing the heating systems of residents in North Philadelphia without pay 

and the time he beat the northeast champion in a tavloo tournament (according to Simon, ñshe wasnôt happyò).   

Despite the passing of decades, Simon kept in touch with eight or so Army buddies, reuniting annually at locations 

along the eastern seaboard.  All but two have passed.  Simon celebrated his 90th birthday this past year. 

Unfortunately, his health in recent years has declined, making it difficult for him to come to church, although he was 

present during this celebration. Fortunately Margaret, an active member of the choir for years, represents both of 

them well. Together, they have three children, Talene, Greg and Lucy and five grandchildren, Morgan, Ashley, 

Mackenzie, Zachary and Nathan. 

Mary Boyajian  is Helen Parseghianôs sister and the daughter of Mihran and Bayzar Boyajian. The family owned a 

tailor shop with her uncle.  As with her sister, the church has always been part of Maryôs life. She recalls her 

grandmother lining up the grandchildren and reciting prayers, as well as her weekly trips to the Lutheran Church 

across the street from her house in East Lansdowne with her girlfriends, and to the Armenian Church for Sunday 

School in her uncleôs car. Mary also remembers going to South Street early Sunday mornings to buy crates of 

oranges and bananas on big stalks.  (Her parents worked on Saturdays, so Sundays were busy).  She recalled her 

parents going to New York, during the Depression, to buy clothes only to come back and sell them in Philadelphia.  

ñTimes were tough and they did what they had to do,ò said Mary. Her family eventually moved to the city with the 

grandparents where they met more Armenians and could walk to church.   

Mary was one of five party-planners, along with her sister, Helen, who organized dances at St. Sahag & St. Mesrob 

year ago. As a teenager, she joined the choir and later served as its treasurer and delegate. At the end of WWII, 

Mary went to Temple, where she majored in engineering, fulfilling the need for women in the technical field.  As 

you can imagine, few women attended college at the time, but her parents encouraged her and her siblings to go.  

Many of her parentsô friends questioned why education was so important.  According to Mary, her father replied, 

ñwhat if their husbandsô pass away?ò  Clearly, Mary and Helen grew up in a very open-minded and forward-

thinking household.  Mary landed her first job in 1945 as the manager of the video department at Philadelphiaôs first 

television station.  Later she became a technical writer for Ford Philco, helping the line people understand what they 
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needed to do. She also wrote procedures for 40 years for a company that managed hospital equipment. Happily 

retired for 16 years, Mary spends time gardening (tomato plants, flowers, etc.), cooking her family's favorite 

Armenian recipes (kufte, baklava, yalanchi) ï particularly during holidays, taking care of her home, attending 

church regularly, and assisting with the annual church bazaars. 

Helen Parseghian grew up in a house in East Lansdowne with her two sisters, Mary and Virginia, parents, aunt and 

uncle and grandparents.  In Turkey, her fatherôs family had lots of land and sheep (ñBoyajianò in Turkish means 

ñdyer.ò)  Thankfully, they had Turkish employees who helped them escape the Armenian Genocide.  They came to 

America on a Greek ship in 1921 and six days later, celebrated the birth of the first of their three daughters, Virginia.  

Her mother, Bayzar, was only 18.  Given that her uncle (Nikolas Boyajian) brought Der Hayr Minassian to America 

from Turkey and drove Helen and her sisters to Sunday School when the church was at 6006 Walnut Street every 

Sunday (after their morning visit to the Lutheran church near their house), Helen and her sisters had strong ties to 

the church and were bound to serve.   

During her early teen years, Helen played the piano for the Sunday School Assembly, until she was called without 

warning one day to play a pump air organ in church. TALK ABOUT BAPTISM BY FIRE!  It was the start of multiple 

decades as our organist as well as other roles. Before the ACYOA was formed, her sister Mary, and friends Rose 

Gureghian, Anna Shahinian, and Sarah Proodian (Gulasarian), organized social events at church.  Admission was 

based on oneôs waist size (No wonder waist sizes were much smaller then!  With the rising rate of obesity, it may not 

be a bad way to raise money and help people lose some inches.  Seriously, can you imagine if this policy was in 

place today?  Lawyers would have a field day!)  The proceeds from the dances and other events were used to 

purchase the processional cross that is still used in church today.  Helen also served as the chairperson of the 

Women's Guild at the request of His Eminence, Archbishop Yeghishe Gizirian, known then as Hayr Yeghishe.  

A good student, Helen attended Bryn Mawr College and Beaver College (now Arcadia University) and worked for 

10 years at Rohm and Haas as a chemist ï a true trailblazer as one of few women in the field at the time.  

Surprisingly, while at Bryn Mawr College, Helen worked on the Manhattan Project, a research and engineering 

development effort that produced the first atomic bombs during World War II.  It was led by the U.S. with the 

support of the United Kingdom and Canada.  From 1942 to 1946, Hagop Cholakian, a friend of the Parseghian 

family, wanted her to meet John, whom he had baptized.  They met and were married in 1951 and soon thereafter, 

Helen became pregnant with their son and only child, Gregory.  Given the risks of working with hydrogen cyanide, 

Helen quit her job and devoted the next 20 years to raising her son, after which Greg inspired her to go back to work 

as he realized that his father was always away on business and Helen now had much time on her hands.   

Her second career of 16 years involved working on clinical trials at Wyeth Laboratories.  Working with colleagues 

ñhalf her ageò kept her young.  To this day, she remains friendly with many of them. Helen has traveled extensively 

around the world and enjoys doing crossword puzzles and cryptographs, and spending time with Greg, his wife 

Christine (Tatarian) and their two grandchildren Gregory and Alexander in VA. Helen continues to play the organ at 

church upon request, but would not be opposed to someone else taking over the reins. 

As an aside, Helen and Maryôs grandparents (on their motherôs side) were unable to come to America due to quotas, 

so they settled in South America (Argentina).  Her grandmother hadnôt seen her daughter in more than 30 years, so 

when Bayzar was 50, her husband suggested Bayzar visit her mom.  Bayzar went for a visit and ended up bringing 

her to stay in Philadelphia with the family. 

On the occasion, a delicious lunch was prepared by Julyet Degirmenci and her committee, and family members of 

each of the honorees spoke about their commitment to the church.  Clement ñGomezò Ashekian gave a short 

tribute to Simon Ashekian and Greg Parseghian provided some personal insight on his mother Helen, and his aunt 

Mary.  Each of the three honorees were presented with a special certificate.  The combined service that these three 

individuals have given over the years is a testament to their faith and love for the church community.   

@ Lisa Kazanjian  

Annual Christmas Bazaar 

This yearôs Annual Christmas Bazaar, led by co-chairs, Tina Arutunian  Heimbach, Kristine Balabanyan McKee 

and Steven Keytanjian was a huge success from both a solid and financial standpoint, with credit going to the 

combined efforts of the entire committee and the dinner donors.  Through the generosity of additional in-kind 

donations, there was a spirited oral auction, in addition to the always highly anticipated Chinese auction.  Planning 



St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Armen ian Church  [ Mer Doon [ Winter /Spring  2013  

 

  Page 12  
  

began months in advance with the preparation of the food being of foremost importance.  Having Maro Arutunian  

and Julyet Degirmenci at the helm, and with the assistance of many volunteers, enabled the committee to prepare 

the quantity of food necessary to fill both the buffet lines and the advanced orders.  Likewise, the ñsheeshingò crew, 

led by John Eskandarian, and infused with the talents of our Sr. ACYOA men, did a fabulous job of trimming, 

marinating and cooking our signature kebabs. A new addition to the Bazaar this year, was an art, jewelry and 

oriental rug sale held in Hayatian Hall that generated some additional income for the church.  We thank and 

acknowledge all of the following who assisted with the many preparations:   

¶ Our Womenôs Guild Members, for baking the delicious homemade goodies, which graced their Pastry 

Table;  

¶ Tanya Bardakjian  and Annette Megerian, for acquiring and wrapping the many unique gifts for the 

Chinese Auction table and to the many volunteers who donated items for not only the Chinese auction but 

also for the mini oral auction; 

¶ Marietta Kukuyan  and Brigit te Poulatian, for leading the effort in pricing and creating the Attic 

Treasures display, with acknowledgments to the many parishioners who donated the various items; 

¶ Lynn Baboujian , who each year, masterfully coordinates the advanced orders; 

¶ Carol Keosayan Lesczcynski, for doing double duty with the bookstore and scheduling our many 

volunteers; 

¶ Haig Geovjian, for coordinating the beverage bar; 

¶ Jovia Keytanjian, for leading the decorating effort; 

¶ Elizabeth Barsamian and Ed Sarkisian, for serving as the Treasurers; 

¶ Our always generous Dinner Donors for generously donating in memory of their loved ones; 

¶ The many Volunteers who came during the fall months, week after week, to help with the cooking and 

also during the bazaar to help with serving and clean-up; 

¶ And finally, to our entire Parish Community, for coming together in support of our parishôs biggest affair 

of the year. 

Lenten Lecture Series 

The Scriptural basis for Lent resides in the 40-day period Christ spent in the wilderness following his baptism. In the 

words of St. Matthewôs Gospel (4:12): Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. And he fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was hungry.  During Lent we are called to follow 

the Holy Spirit to confront our own ñinner wildernessòðthe realm of spiritual emptiness engendered by sin, 

laziness, and vanity. Through prayer, fasting, Bible-reading, and self-examination, we are given an opportunity to 

renew our commitment to God, and gain the strength to work at being more loving, humble, and gentle.  

This yearôs Lenten series began in mid-February and our souls were nourished with some of the best speakers ever 

presented in a six-week line-up, helping to stimulate our consciousness ever so more. 

The series began on February 15 with Dr. Roberta Ervine, Professor of Armenian Studies at St. Nersess Armenian 

Seminary in New Rochelle, NY.  Dr. Ervine gave a well-researched presentation in the most eloquent fashion titled 

The Stones Cry Out:  Armenians and Their Khatchkars.  When we travel to Armenia, we see thousands of 

khachkars.  We hear descriptions from tour guides, locals and even some academics, but Professor Ervineôs 

presentation shed a completely new light on the khachkar, presenting each khachkar as an historical monument, 

containing much delicate and detailed biblical and religious facts.  Dinner this evening was donated by Antranig & 

Maro Derderian and the program was donated by John & Rose Hagopian. 

On February 22, we received Dr. Rachel Goshgarian, Asst. Professor at Lafayette University, specializing in 

Middle East History and the Early Ottoman Empire, who introduced our audience to Hagop Baronian, the Armenian 

playwrite, satirical journalist and intellectual of late 19th century Istanbul.  Most of us have heard the name of 

Baronian as the Baronian Theater in Yerevan, located near Armeniaôs Marriott Hotel.  We may have also heard of 

the Honorable Beggars or Badveli Mooratskanner.   But, just who was Hagop Baronian?  Dr. Goshgarian gave a 
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detailed presentation of Baronianôs life, character, personality, his interactions and role in the Armenian community 

of Istanbul, and showed how similar Armenian communities have been at different places and different times.  

Dinner this evening was donated by the Solakian & Arutunian Families  in memory of Alice Solakian & Sarkis 

Mardirosian .  Program donors were Papken & Anahid Megerian. 

On March 1, we were honored to have as our guest Paul Ignatius, a former Secretary of the Navy and Asst. 

Secretary of Defense in the Lyndon Johnson Administration.  Mr. Ignatius provided us glimpses of his early life 

growing up in Glendale, CA, sharing about the many Armenian and non-Armenian famous people he knew, and 

highlighting some of his years at the Pentagon and serving under former President Lyndon B. Johnson.  He read to 

us portions of his book, Now I Know in Part, copies of which can be purchased in our Armenian Heritage Store.  

Dinner this evening was donated by Clive & Rosine Gouveia and the program was sponsored by Steven P. 

Barsamian, Esquire. 

Anna Astvatsaturian Turcotte joined us on March 8 to share her personal account of the horrors she and her 

family experienced at the hands of the Azeris during the Azeri programs of 1988, in which Armenians in the cities 

of Baku, Sumgait and Kirovabad were brutalized and killed.  The pograms destroyed thousands of lives and  

displaced over 200,000 Armenians, many of whom entered Armenia as refugees before and during the earthquake in 

December of 1988.  While the government of Azerbaijan has been campaigning to portray the Armenians as the 

aggressors, Armenians throughout the world have been less vocal regarding these massacres. Her book, Nowhere, A 

Story of Exile, is based on a diary she kept as a teenager during the pogroms, providing stunning first-hand 

testimony to the events in Baku.  Anna shared with us her familyôs fears as the pograms were unfolding, along with 

the few years she spent in Armenia prior to arriving in the U.S. 20 years ago.  Anna Turcotteôs book is available for 

purchase in the Armenian Heritage Store. Dinner this evening was donated by Gerald & Robin William s, Bob & 

Nanette Zakian and Sarah & Diane Kapikian.  The program was donated by Bob & Nanette Zakian. 

On March 15, the Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian shared with us the life and works of the late Patriarch of Jerusalem, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian.  The monumental presentation included stories of Der Hayrôs personal interaction 

with the late Patrarich and invited members of the audience to share their personal memories as well.  The personal 

touch shared in this lecture was very refreshing and immortalized many memories many of have of this beloved 

prince of the church.  Dinner this evening was donated by Yeprem & Silva Degirmenci and Aris & Seta 

Topakbashian, in loving memory of the deceased members of the Degirmenci and Topakbashian Families.  The 

program was sponsored by Haig & Sheena Dadourian, Zovig Devletian (in honor of her husband, Georgeôs, 

birthday), and Hagop Kitabjian  (in loving memory of his wife, Pamela Kitabjian, and his brother, Garbis 

Kitabjian). 

Our final presentation on March 22, featured Los Angeles author Raffi Kevorkian , whose first novel, Masis, has 

received much acclaim.  The novel is a heartwarming tale of love, tragedy, humor and greed ï and the decision one 

makes when few choices exist.  It offers a rare glimpse of present-day Armenia, a dynamic metropolis filled with 

luxury cars, outdoor markets, and medieval churches nestled alongside high-rise apartment complexes.  Mr. 

Kevorkian shared from the book, copies of which were available for purchase and autographs following the 

presentation.  Copies are also available in our Armenian Heritage Store for purchase.  Dinner this evening was 

sponsored by Ardo Besnilian in loving memory of the deceased members of the Besnilian Family.  Program 

sponsors were Cissy Der Hagopian & Linda Yepoyan. 

We strive each year to bring new and interesting speakers during our Lenten season to enlighten our minds and 

sense and are happy that this yearôs series was well received by those who attended.  Many thanks to the dinner 

donors ï all of whom lovingly prepared the meals in memory of loved ones; to the program donors, for assisting in 

the defrayment of many an expense; and to the many volunteers who came early each and every week to help set-up 

and clean-up, particularly Migirdich & Marie Azadian, Karin & Cedric Luhmann,  and Peter Yilancioglu. 

Special acknowledgments also to Hayr Sourp, Chuck Ajamian, Laraine Ballard,  and Steve Keytanjian, who 

assisted with the procurement of the food and beverage items during the course of the series and to members of the 

Parish Council and church organizations who took turns volunteering each week.  A special shout-out also goes to 

Mayis Seapan, who regularly attended the lectures and contributed to this article.  
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Annual Parish Assembly & Parish Council Executive Committee Elections 

The Annual Parish Assembly was held on Sunday, February 24, 2012, immediately following church services and 

was preceded by a light luncheon.   The elected officers were Steve Barsamian (Chair); Marie Azadian 

(Secretary); and Robert Cannuscio (Parliamentarian).   

In presenting the report of the Parish Council, Council Chair, Laraine Ballard , announced that Rose Arslanian, a 

former parishioner who passed in 2010, left the church $702,295.  Ms. Ballard announced that the money was left to 

the church in an unrestricted manner; however, the Parish Council voted to ensure that at least $500,000 is kept in 

the Permanent Endowment Fund, with up to $202,295 available for church improvements.  The interest generated 

from the funds in the PEF will go to the Churchôs General Fund, with a portion of the interest used to defray 

expenses for a luncheon in Ms. Arslanianôs memory on the Sunday after Assumption Day, and another portion set 

aside for a college scholarship in Rose Arslanianôs name.  The Parish Council will appoint a committee of three 

individuals to oversee the scholarship fund, with their first task being to identify the criteria and determine the 

amount.  The recipient of the scholarship will be announced at the luncheon in Ms. Arslanianôs memory.  (Note:  

Since the Assembly, our parish has received another $5,000+ from Rose Arslanianôs estate.) 

Elected to the Parish Council for a two-year term were Laraine Kazanjian Ballard, Robert Cannuscio, Julyet 

Degirmenci, Carol Keosayian Leczcysnki, Richard Melikian  and Bob Zakian.  Ed Sarkisian was elected to the 

Auditing Committee and Pam Brinker, Karen Cannuscio, and Nanette Zakian were elected to the Nominating 

Committee. 

At its March meeting, the Parish Council elected the following to the executive committee:  Bob Zakian (Chair); 

Steven Barsamian (Vice Chair); Seta Topakbashian (Recording Secretary); Carol Keosayan Leszczynski 

(Corresponding Secretary); Richard Melikian  (Treasurer); and Steven Keytanjian (Asst. Treasurer).  Laraine 

Ballard, Robert Cannuscio, Julyet Degirmenci, Janet Soghomonian, and Robin Williams  will serve as 

Advisors.   

Lenten Journey:  òWalk Thru the Bibleó 

On March 9, the Diocesan Department of Youth and Education presented Walk Thru the Old Testament, a unique 

opportunity to learn about the Bible in a fun environment. The daylong program was jointly sponsored by our parish 

and our sister parish, Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Cheltenham, PA, and held at Holy Trinity. 

Hye Hop 2013 

On April 6, 2013, almost forty-seven years after Arik (Ott) Kazanjian  held the first 

HYE HOP at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Church in Wynnewood, PA in 

September 1966, over 300 Philadelphia Armenians celebrated Ottôs many 

accomplishments in bringing Armenian youth together.  In 1961, 32-year old Ott 

Kazanjian started the first Armenian Boy Scout troop, Troop 454, with his friends 

Simon Koumjian and Al Torcomian, which grew to over 75 scouts over the next ten 

years.  In September 1966, he held the first of 14 HYE HOPS at the Church for the 

ñyounger generation.ò  From the 70ôs through the 90ôs, he organized Ottôs Ski Club and 

outfitted, taught and drove over 50 Armenian children to nearby Doe Mountain for years 

of skiing, fun and camaraderie.  If a family couldnôt afford for their child to join, Ott 

paid for them! 

 

Ottôs scouts, Hye Hoppers and skiers are now parents and grandparents and celebrated all that Ott has done for them 

and their community.  The 2013 HYE HOP Committee, co-chaired by Steve Barsamian & Robin Kazanjian 

Williams , and comprised of Mar k Gulasarian, Mike Hajatian, Carol Jerrahian Miller, Jimmy Kazanjian & 

Lisa Gaudio Kazanjian, Lisa Kazanjian, Rich Keshgegian, Linda Vosbikian, and Nanette Zakian organized 

what everyone agrees was the party of the year. The event was attended by all ages ï seniors to young children who 

danced all night!  

 

Tributes to Ott were made by his first scout Steve Barsamian, his first Hye Hopper Linda Vosbikian , and his first 

skier Lori Keshgegian Sarkisian, followed by a moving and sincere commentary by Ott himself.  Music was 

provided by the Steve Vosbikian Ensemble whose first band job in 1966 was at the first HYE HOP.  DJ Rick 
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Mukalian was the first DJ in ô66 and now, with his son, Rick, Jr., provided the music and the tunes of the 60ôs.  Ott 

Kazanjian, the man of the hour and 84 years young, danced with them all!  Julyet Degirmenci and the Womenôs 

Guild had everyone in line for their sumptuous buffet of incredible food.  A video of the scouts, skiers and dancers 

was shown on the stage throughout the evening. 

 

The eveningôs sponsors were Steve Barsamian, Rich Melikian, Robin & Jerry Williams, Steve & Linda 

Vosbikian, Grant & Lucille Mazmanian, David & Nadine Hoplamazian, Bob & Nanette Zakian, Stephen 

Kazanjian & Jock Agorastos,  John&  Laura and Tom & Fran Torcomian in honor of Al Torcomian, Vaughn 

& Adrineh Hoplamazian, Laraine & Bruce Ballard, Florence Kazanjian, Mark & Jeanne Ellen Gulasarian, 

Harry & Veronica Hoplamazian, Michael Kazanjian  and Michael & Celeste Ayjian. 

 

Donations in Ott's honor are being sent to the four Philadelphia area Armenian Churches ï Holy Trinity, St. 

Gregoryôs, St. Markôs and Armenian Martyrs ï and to the Kirk Azad Vosbikian Foundation.  The proceeds from the 

affair will be shared amongst the Youth Committee, Womenôs Guild, and Menôs Club. 

 

This was the first HYE HOP reunion in almost thirty years and the committee plans to hold many more HYE HOPS 

!!   Ottôs promise to ñhis kidsò has come true ï ñThe Armenian friends you make here will be your friends for the 

rest of your life.ò  Thank you Ott!   

Jr. Choir Ends on a Hye Note 

On April 16, parents and 

grandparents of 17 youngsters came 

together on the last day of Jr. Choir 

rehearsals to hear their children and 

grandchildren perform the many 

songs and church hymns taught to 

them throughout the year by Maestro 

Khoren Mekanejian.  The season 

finished on a hye note for the 

children ranging in age from 6-13.  

Maestro stressed the importance of 

parental involvement in bringing 

their children to church and that only 

through programs like this can we 

keep the parish culture alive.  Many 

of the youngsters have mastered the 

hymns of our Divine Liturgy, and in 

the coming years, our new choir members will hopefully come from these ranks.  After their performance for family 

members, the children were treated to an ice cream social to close out the season.  Many thanks to Tanya 

Bardakjian  for coordinating the program and to the parents of the children who brought them week after week and 

to Papken & Anahid Megerian for coordinating Maestroôs transportation to and from church for each session and 

providing him with dinner prior to each practice.  Special thanks to Meastro Mekanejian for teaching our children.  

The rapport he has established with them has sustained their interest throughout the six-month program and made 

them eager to learn more. 

Graduation Announcements  

If you have graduated or have a son, daughter or grandchild who is 

graduating, please forward the following to the officeôs attention and we 

will highlight the achievements in the next issue of the Mer Doon:  name, 

school graduated from, major, future plans, names of parents and 

grandparents, and any other information which you wish to include such as 

honors, awards, and hobbies.  A special luncheon for all high school and 

college graduates will be held on Sunday, June 3, following Divine Liturgy 

services. 
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Sunday School Update 

Our Sunday School has been very busy in 2013 with two more community 

service projects, two communion breakfasts and wonderful weekly lessons 

prepared by our magnificent teachers.  The Sunday School has two 

communion breakfasts each year; one around Armenian Christmas and one 

around Easter to rejoice in these seasons.  

As we reported in the last issue of the Mer Doon, in early February, our 

Sunday School completed its third community service project of the school year when they prepared 119 bedside 

craft kits for patients at the Childrenôs Hospital of Philadelphia.  In mid-April, the Sunday School children 

completed a fourth community service project, this time assembling 170 bedside craft kits for St. Christopherôs 

Hospital for Children.  Each craft kit contained a coloring book, a box of crayons, a small can of play-doh, a pack of 

stickers, and a drawing book.  Each of our beautiful students were excited and overjoyed about helping children in 

hospitals.  Below is the text of a letter we received from the family of a child being treated at CHOPS, who received 

one of these craft kits: 

 

March 9, 2013 

Dear Pastor Gulgulian, 

My name is Charlie Lockhead. For the past 24 hours, my wife Lisa and I have been with 

our daughter, Ashley, here at CHOP. We came in to the ER yesterday afternoon and Ashley 

was admitted shortly after. She's being treated (successfully) for severe anemia.   

She had a bit of a rough night, but she's doing much better after (4) blood transfusions and 

an abundance of caring attention. (We have spent more than our fair share of time in and 

out of CHOP as Ashley has overcome many challenges in her life already.) 

I am writing this from our room on the 7th floor of the PICU. And the reason for my note is 

just to say Thank You to your Church Sunday School. Ashley had asked for a few crayons 

to color and pass the time. When the young lady arrived, Ashley was very excited to see 

that she delivered a very special package - one that was put together and donated by your 

children. 

Ashley was so happy to see that in addition to crayons, her package included an activity 

book, a drawing book, a door hanger, stickers, and - one of her favorite things - Play-Doh! 

We just wanted to let you and your children know how much this simple gesture of 

kindness is appreciated. Please pass our Thanks along, and let everyone know that Ashley is 

having a lot of fun keeping herself occupied with all of her activities. 

With Grateful Appreciation, 

The Lockhead Family 

 

These community service projects could not have been completed if it werenôt for our generous and big-hearted 

parents and teachers. Our students, parents, and teachers are truly genuine and kind people.  

If you would like your children or grandchildren to be part of our Sunday School, please send an e-mail to Greta 

Gurdikian-Wiley at gkgwiley@comcast.net, so you can be put on our distribution list when we send out enrollment 

applications for the 2013-2014 school year. 

? Alice Pakhtigian & Greta Wiley 

mailto:gkgwiley@comcast.net
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Stewardship Update 

On behalf of the Pastor, the Parish Council, and the Stewardship 

Committee, I thank everyone who has participated thus far for 

their generosity and am requesting that those who have not yet 

done so, consider making a pledge/donation to this worthy cause.  

It is through these funds that we are able to make additional improvements to our Church.  Since our last update in 

the Mer Doon, we have completed the improvements to Memorial Hall.  There are still many things that need to be 

done, including renovations to Hayatian Hall.  It would be wonderful if we could bring this goal to fruition within 

the next year, in honor of the 50th Anniversary at our Wynnewood location.  In the near future, we will be hosting 

the ñunveilingò of the plaque designating the Cornerstone and major donors.  We hope you will join us in 

celebrating this milestone.  Thank you in advance for your generosity!!!  If you have any questions about the 

Stewardship Drive, please contact Arpy Jones at 610.565.2324.   

In the last issue, we stated we would list all of the donors who have participated in our two-year program, which has 

thus far raised $160,000.  Below is a list of all the donors/pledges to the Stewardship Campaign through December, 

2012.  Those members of our parish family who were deceased during this time period are denoted with an Z.  In 

addition to this list, additional revenue towards the Stewarship campaign was received from the Stewardship Raffle 

held during the Bazaar and from donations received by parishioners in honor of Migirdich Azadianôs 80th Birthday 

celebration.  ? Arpy Attarian Jones ï Chair, Stewardship Committee 
 

 

ACYOA Srs. 

Ms. Alma Alabilikian 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Alyanakian 

Mr. Sam Arthin 

Mr. & Mrs. Migirdich Azadian 

Mrs. Alice Aznavourian 

Mrs. Hripsime Babikian 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Ballard 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Baltaeff 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Baltaian 

Ms. Delores Barasatian 

Ms. Elizabeth Barsamian 

Mrs. Millie Barsamian 

Mr. Steven Barsamian 

Mr. & M rs. Sarkis Berberian 

Mr. George Boyajian 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Brinker 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cannuscio 

Mr. & Mrs. Haig Dadourian 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Degirmenci 

Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Derderian 

Mrs. Alice Dertadian 

Mr. & Mrs. George Devletian 

Mr. & Mrs. George Dulgerian 

Mr. & Mrs. John Eskandarian 

Mrs. Vartouhi Etoian (Z) 

Mrs. Terrie Gaspar 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gulasarian 

V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian 

Mr. & Mrs. John Hagopian 

Mrs. Shirley Hajinian 

 

 

Hayr Sourpôs 25th 

   Anniversary Banquet 

   Committee 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hoplamazian 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hoplamazian 

Mr. Edward Hoplamazian 

Jerrehian Family 

Mrs. Rose Jingozian 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Jones 

Mrs. & Mrs. Aram Kailian 

Mr. Noubar Karagulian 

Mrs. Siran Karagulian 

Mr. Charles Kazanjian 

Mrs. Florence Kazanjian 

Mr. Michael Kazanjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kazigian 

Mr. Steven Keytanjian 

Mrs. Rita Khachadourian 

Mrs. Berjouhi Kitabjian 

Mr. Hagop Kitabjian  

Ms. Audry Klijian 

Mr. & Mrs. Cedric Luhmann 

Dr. & Mrs. Alexander  

   Mamourian 

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Mamourian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Manawelian 

Lisa Manookian 

Mr. & Mrs. Gevorg Marashlian 

Ms. Lucy Markarian 

Mr. David Marshall 

Mr. & Mrs. Grant Mazmanian 

Dr. & Mrs. Garo Megerian 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Papken Megerian 

Mr. & Mrs. Ohaness Meguerian 

Mr. Richard Melikian 

Mr. & Mrs. George Mesigian 

Dn. & Mrs. Minas Mihranyan 

Dr. & Mrs. Diran Mikaelian 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Mikaelian 

Dr. & Mrs. Levon Nazarian 

Ms. Mary Odabashian 

Mr. & Mrs. Mesrob Odabashian 

Mr. Richard Oski 

Mrs. Brigitte Poulatian 

Mr. & Mrs. George Ramoundos 

Mrs. Betty Richards 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Riser 

Mrs. Sallee Rush 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Simonian 

Mrs. Janet Soghomonian 

Ms. Adrienne Tajirian 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Takoushian 

Dr. & Mrs. Gabriel Tatarian 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Tekirian 

Mrs. Veronica Torcomian 

Mr. & Mrs. Hirant Torunyan 

Mr. Ronald Weller 

Whitekettle Family 

Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Williams 

Dr. & Mrs. Ara Yeramian 

Mrs. Jean Zacker 

Mrs. Laura Zakian 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Zakian 

Mrs. & Mrs. Robert Zakian 

Mrs. Nauver Zerounian 
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Womenõs Guild Update 

Since our last issue, the Women's Guild has been busy with our events as well as lending a hand wherever needed at 

the church.  Thanks to Victoria Anton  for chairing our Election Day bake sale last November and to those who 

provided goodies.  Because of your efforts, it was a most successful event and we were able to fund 2 CASP 

sponsorships.  Shortly after that, our members provided sweets for the bazaar and again for the Sunday School 

Christmas pageant.  Also during that time, we remembered all of our deceased Guild members for the contributions 

they made.  They were our role models and we miss them deeply. 

2013 has already been a busy year and was kicked off with our annual Christmas luncheon.  We did it a little 

different this year and we thought it proved to be a relaxing day filled with wonderful conversation and good cheer!  

Hope you all agree!!!  Many thanks to all of the women who helped donate and prepare the Friday night dinners 

during the six weeks of lent.  Each week you were there to lend a hand and your consistent support and willingness 

to always pitch in is much appreciated.  Thanks also to Silva Kailian  and Mr. &  Mrs. Krikor Yilanjian  for 

underwriting and preparing the food for the Holy Thursday dinner and donating all proceeds to the Women's Guild.  

On April 6, the church hosted the Hye Hop dance and the Women's Guild had a lot of fun preparing the food for the 

night, with a delectable assortment of mezze and desserts.   (See Steve Barsamianôs article in this issue). 

Continuing on a ñhye,ò we had a special Evening with Chris Bohjalian, on April 26.  Mr. Bohjalian is a New York 

Times best-selling author who came to speak of his most recent novel, The Sandcastle Girls, a story of love and 

survival during the Armenian genocide.  The event was most capably co-chaired by Laraine Ballard  and Nanette 

Zakian.  We are also grateful to the wonderful committee, including Marie Azadian, Elizabeth Barsamian, Pam 

Brinker, Karen Cannuscio, Julyet Degirmenci, Lisa Kazanjian, Rita Khatchadourian, Carol Leszczynski, 

Claudia Nazarian, Sarah Selverian and Robin Williams .  Our thanks also goes out to the volunteers that evening 

ï Migirdich Azadian,  Martiza &  Sarkis Berberian, John Eskandarian, Rosine Gouveia, Diane Kapikian, 

Manny Manawalian, and Bob Zakian.  The night started with a private dinner with Mr. Bohjalian and evening 

sponsors, followed by the program and a question and answer period and book signing.  The sponsors for the 

evening were:  Laraine & Bruce Ballard, Pam & Joe Brinker, Harry S. Cherken, Jr., Esquire, Julyet 

Degirmenci, Charlie Durgerian, Clive Ensher, Hagop Kitabjian, Michele & Paul Lockwood, Lisa Manookian, 

Tom Momjian, Claudia & Levon Nazarian, Robin & Jerry Williams  and Nanette & Bob Zakian.  We also 

acknowledge the many volunteers who contributed to our elegant sweet table.  We were thrilled to bring Chris 

Bohjalian to our church and the Philadelphia community.  The article appears in this issue of the Mer Doon, in the 

section highlighting the Armenian Genocide commemorative events. 

On Thursday, May 9, 2013, we celebrated the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ, during which we 

partook in the Armenian tradition of Hampartzoum, a feast day celebrating love and enjoyment.  In ancient tradition, 

on the eve of Ascension Day, young girls would go to seven villages to collect seven different flowers and seven 

pails of water.  On the day of Ascension, a game called Vijagakagh is played, where each person puts a ñnshanò or 

special item in a bowl filled with water and fresh flowers.  Each time an individualôs item is picked, they are read a 

special random fortune.  Following church services, and after a light dinner coordinated by Julyet Degirmenci, 

those in attendance participated in a Vijagakagh.  Everyone put a personal item into the bowl and as Hayr Sourp 

picked them out, one by one, they each received a special fortune. 

That Sunday, May 12, 2013, the Womenôs Guild members and all mothers were treated to a special Motherôs Day 

Pancake Breakfast, hosted by the ACYOA in our honor.  Many thanks to Nanor Arabatlian  and Mari Degirmenci  

and their fellow ACYOA members for this beautiful gesture.  

It is our pleasure to welcome our newest member, Hilda Antilian !  If you're not a member yet, we'd love to have 

you join us as well!  Though many of our activities revolve around food, we have other projects that are sure to 

appeal!!!  And if you haven't paid your dues yet for this year, please send Sarah Kapikian a check for $15 at your 

convenience.   

? Julyet Degirmenci & Robin Williams 
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FOCUS ON 

THE ACYOA 

AND OUR YOUTH 
Register for the Armenia Service Program  

The ACYOA Central Council has announced that the 2013 Armenia Service Program is scheduled for 
July 1-20.  The program of travel and service gives young adults (ages 18 to 28) a unique opportunity to 
discover their homeland and to serve its people in a meaningful way. In 2013, the service component of 
the trip will be carried out in partnership with the Fund for Armenian Relief and the Fuller Center for 
Housing.  See flyer in this issue of the Mer Doon. 

ACYOA Srs. Elect New Officers 

At a meeting held on April 22, 2013, Mari Degirmenci was elected as the new ACYOA Chair.  The 
remaining executive committee members are John Baboujian (Vice Chair); Nanor Arabatlian 
(Secretary); and Lorie Odabashian (Treasurer).  Their first immediate event was a brunch in honor of 
Motherôs Day, which they organized for the Womenôs Guild.  June plans include attending a Phillies 
game, the details for which are being coordinated by Vicken Bazarbashian.  If interested, please email 
Vicken at vbazar01@gmail.com.   

ACYOA Hosts Motherôs Day Pancake Breakfast for Womenôs Guild 

On Sunday, May 12, 2013, the Womenôs Guild members and all mothers were treated to a special 
Motherôs Day Pancake Breakfast, hosted by the ACYOA.  All mothers and Womenôs Guild members 
enjoyed a complimentary breakfast with all the trimmings.  We acknowledge the following individuals for 
their donations towards the breakfast:  Julyet Degirmenci, for donating the eggs and Khosrof 
Pakhtigian, for donating the bacon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERESTED IN A SUMMER INTERNSHIP FOR CREDIT? 
 

Shovi Websites is looking for students who can help with the following: 
 

Ĕ HTML/CSS templates 
Ĕ Email templates 

Ĕ WordPress (design and/or programming) 
Ĕ PHP/MySQL programming 

 
( Stephan Hovnanian @ 781.538.5901 

Or email him @ step@shovi.com  

mailto:vbazar01@gmail.com
mailto:step@shovi.com
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